TC\a Sc\'ovc,...

My name is Jasmine Violette, | am 23
yrs old and have been married to my
husband Trevor for almost 3 years. |
have always known that God put me
on this earth to be His follower and a
faithful, loving wife and mother. After 6 months
of unsuccessful attempts to start a family,
Trevor and | finally conceived in January, 2009.

At 12 weeks | had my first prenatal visit at home
with my midwife and learned that | had a "very
active baby". At the time, we were unable to
hear a heart beat but found comfort in the en-
couragement that our baby was healthy and
moving. Four weeks later, we were still unable
to hear a heart beat, but again received reas-
surance that everything was normal. During
this time, | would often say 'How blessed am |
that God would choose me to care for one of
His children?' | felt blessed beyond all reason,
and | had to share God’s goodness with others.
This overwhelming sense of blessing is what led
to my decision to use our baby’s shower as an
opportunity to give to families in need by asking
guests to bring items that would later be do-
nated to Open House Ministries. At eighteen
weeks into the pregnancy, excitement continued
to stir. At that time, Trevor and | decided to get
an ultrasound, thinking we would finally hear our
unborn child’s heartbeat and receive an answer
to the age old question, “boy or girl?".

Like many others, I've experienced loss in my
short life, but nothing quite as devastating -as
being told, "There is no baby”. It is through this
statement that | learned that instead of experi-
encing the growth of a child in my womb, | ex-
perienced a molar pregnancy. In the simplest
terms, a molar pregnancy is an empty egg from
which your body grows a grape-like cluster of
potentially cancerous tissue instead of a child.

After spending three very long days at hospitals
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and in doctor's offices, | underwent a procedure to
have the cluster removed. Not only | was heart-
broken and devastated, but | lost all trust that | ever
had in God. Three short days after my surgery, ten-
sion and loss resulted in another trip to and circum-
stances surrounding this loss resulted in another trip
to the hospital; only this time, | spent the night in the
emergency room thinking of ways to kill myself so
my husband's life could return to normal. | refer to
this time in my life as my darkest hour.

I've been a Christ follower since | was 15, and am
thankful that | was able to recognize, even in dark-
ness, that the negative emotions and thoughts con-
suming me were lies from our adversary, Satan.
This recognition set me on the path of healing my
relationship with Christ. During this time | read a
book entitled Captivating and was able to see

God more clearly than | ever had. | discovered
that my human heart is likened to the heart of
¥ God, and | began to realize that as | wept and
dealt with anger, hurt, and devastation, God was
walking along side me, feeling the same emotions |
felt. He truly set my feet on a path to healing and
turned my desperate heart back to Him.

As God led me on His journey of healing, He planted
the idea in me that just because | was no longer
having a baby, it didn’'t mean that OHM's needs had
disappeared. Before Trevor and | learned of our
loss, our baby shower had been planned to take
place on September 19th, so | decided to go forward
with our plans to have a.charity shower for OHM on
the same day and at the same time. What a blessing
it was to be a part of something much bigger than
myself and to do something so far beyond my own
capacity! Planning this event not only helped me
take my mind off of my own hurt, but it also brought
me closer to God in ways | never dreamed possible.

He is so faithful, and has taught me so much
through the faithful words of a friend who was strong
enough to remind me of this verse: “Shall we indeed
accept good things from God, but shall we not ac-
cept adversity?" (Job 2:10). God never promises us
that life will be easy, but what He has promised is
much better. Eternal life. It's more powerful then
anything I've ever known or will ever know.

My recent experience has taught me that God often
tests our faith, using the things closest to our hearts.
For me, the test came through the shattered hope of
giving birth to my first.child. Others.l know cling to
God through family related tragedies. Though | can-
not pretend to understand it all, | do know that God
is moving in our communities and in our hearts in
powerful, miraculous ways. The God we serve is
faithful, loving, genuine; honest to His word, and
very real. Our God is alive and well!
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The Clark County Quilters (CCQ) are raffling the 23 2 4

2010 Opportunity quilt during the first week of

Aprill This ist@nd-quiltedvork of art! Tickets

are.only $1.00 each,Ahdthe.proceeds bgnefit In recent months, we have
OHM. Th.|s great event has pqtentlal mrﬁa_m:om experienced a substantial
YOUbuy tickets and tell your friends all abaght gLidtity increase in need for men’s
images of the quilt can be accessed at .
www.clarkcountyquilters.org. You may alsdetallor clothing.
about upcoming locations where the quilt beddisplay

Contact Lorraine Williaras(360)606-2376 We Need:
- Pants (Lg-XXL)

0 ] V . Shirts (M-XXL)
Friday October, 30th at 7:00 pm! - socks
- Underwear
| " - Coats (Lg-XXL)
$$$% & ' % .
$25.00 Tickets includes50.00 Tickets include$100.00 Tickets include We appreciate all you do
: . for our families, and thank

9 ' . .
CXT . you once again for helping

us meet this need!




