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“Without Open House, I don’t
know where I would be today.”

to school with new clothes. She called it “Adopt a Child”
and provided ages and sizes specifically for
each child and offered the option to support a
child with a new school outfit. What resulted
surpassed even Vikkilyn’s wildest dreams.
Friends and acquaintances shopped for new
shoes, shirts, pants and any other clothing
that would bless the child. Within a few
short weeks, eighty-eight children—ALL the
children in the shelter and in transitional
housing, and former residents who could
use a little help—received gifts of new
clothes, new backpacks and school supplies!
Vikkilyn continues, “Word really got out.
It melted my heart that friends from as far
away as North Carolina, Colorado, Texas and
California sent money to cover the cost of
clothing for a child.” The HOPE After School
Program and others in the community provided
backpacks and school supplies.

Remember how excited you felt when you got a new pair
of school shoes, a new school jacket or new
school supplies? At Open House, it is much
the same. When you are entrusted with the
care of youngsters, you work every day
to make sure they have what they need to
succeed in school. (At Open House, it is
a requirement that school age children
attend school.)
Each September, our children face the
challenge and adjustment that all children
do today: socially “fitting in.” Many have
experienced the pain of feeling “less than”
their peers in many ways, being labeled
early when they look different.
Vikkilyn explains, “How these kids experience
their first days back at school is so important.
They really want to be like their peers, not stick
out as ‘the homeless kid.’ At times in the past,
they may not have had the school supplies,
the school recommended gym shoes, or just a
new set of clothes that don’t look like handme-downs. Particularly for our middle school
and high school students, appearance is closely tied to their
self-image. It shouldn’t be so, but we all know in today’s
culture, that is just the way it is, and it is closely tied to the
child’s self-esteem.”

“I am just blown away,” says Vikkilyn.
“I cannot thank you all enough. God has been so
good to us by opening so many hearts. You can
tell by the looks on the kids’ faces how much the new clothes
mean to them. The letters they wrote say it all: THANK YOU
so much!”
If you would like to be on next year’s list for “Adopt a
Child” for back to school clothes, please email our Daycare
Director Vikklyn Rolfs at Vikkilyn@sheltered.org .

This summer, Vikkilyn mentioned to a few friends that
she would like to have each child in the shelter program go
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Every $24 keeps a child safe
for 24 more hours.
How You Can Get Involved
1. Donate anytime at www.sheltered.org.
2. Give More 24! begins at 12:00am on 9/20/18.
3. Make an on-line donation of $10 or more anytime that day at
www.sheltered.org. Every $24 keeps a child safe for 24 more
hours at Open House.
OPEN HOUSE MINISTRIES

Restoring lives, one family at a time.
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